PRINCIPAL’S SPEECH OPENING SCHOOL CEREMONY 25/1/23
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We are honoured today that our special guests have been able to join us for this special
occasion.
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It is wonderful to see so many of our families have been able to be present today. The
teacher/parent relationship is so important as both parents and teachers play a vital role in
educating a child. Parents are a child’s first teacher. They teach essential life and academic
skills while providing love and support that help students healthily develop. When teachers
partner their ability to inspire thought and creativity with the foundational support parents
provide, students are better prepared to have a positive school experience.
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Happy New Year to you all.
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Ming-De teachers and staff are very aware that it is very important that we model to our
students that learning is a life- long endeavour.
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My role as Principal at Ming-De has certainly given me many opportunities and challenges to
continue to learn and grow as | discover more about the culture and values of Sinology.
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However, today | would like to share with our students that the Principal also has times she
needs to do some homework and in preparation for today | did some research on the Year
of the Rabbit.
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This is what | found.........ccoceveeuneen...

2023 the Year of the Rabbit is said to symbolise a long life, hope, peace and prosperity.
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The Chinese zodiac is said to stem from an old proverb called the Great Race. As the story
goes, the Jade Emperor challenged all 12 animals of the land to a race to get across a
flowing river. The order they arrived in would determine their place in the calendar.
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The Rabbit came fourth, though it was a weak swimmer the rabbit used its brain and
decided on a patient and calm approach, nimbly jumping from one stone to another and
grabbing a floating log to make it to shore when it fell.
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Words such as:

o self-reflection (self-reflection is defined as a thought process you can use to grow
your understanding of who you are, what your values are, and why you think, feel,
and act the way you do;
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e empathy (the capacity to understand or feel what another person is experiencing —
in Australia we often use the image of “walking in another’s shoes);
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¢ intellect ( the ability to understand and to think in an intelligent way);
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e compassion (the act of both giving and receiving);
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are all used to symbolise the Year of the Rabbit.

So what can we learn from what the Year of the Rabbit symbolises for the further work and
development of the Ming-De International School for the following 12 months?
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We are certainly working towards the further development of a school:

that values and respects effort, achievement and a love of learning, recognising that
we all have different learning needs and need to be encouraged and supported at all
times;
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demonstrate a respect for others irrespective of difference and show consideration for

ourselves and for one another.

TRBAINERME, HEEEMA, BEAHMAMERKILERE,

the process of striving for excellence, the desire to produce one’s best at all times;
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instil our children with a strong sense of duty and belonging, and a sense of achievement
in all they do.
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striving to be kind and compassionate people who think about other’s feelings

before we act so others can feel valued, cared for, and respected;
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committed to making a positive contribution to our school and to others that
requires a spirit of service and a willingness to accept challenges we may not
otherwise consider and the persistence to see these challenges through.
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Possibly we need to remember that the Rabbit is known for being tender, gentle and always
thinking before it acts. Tapping into the power of wisdom, intuition and instincts before a
decision is made.
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So, in 2023 may the work of all who are part of the community of Ming-De be reflective of
the advise that the Sage’s teachings rely on people to carry the teaching forward.
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In Australian terms, “slow and steady” wins the race. We have started as a small primary
school, this allows us greater flexibility and time to develop a school that is truly reflective of

the Masters vision.
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So, like the rabbit, is it important for the Ming-De school in 2023 to approach everything in
a smart, deliberate way making time for reflection and thoughtfulness, tapping into the
wisdom of Sinology and the teachings of Buddha to guide us in all we do.
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